
War Dog by Tom Palmer 
Looking out for each other activity  
 

Judy is a dog who lives on a ship called HMS Grasshopper. 

As the ship’s mascot, Judy has many duties. 

She catches rats, watches out for soldiers who may fall 
overboard, and she listens out for danger. 

 

 

 

Read Judy’s story to discover how Judy 

• gives them hope and comfort 
• listens for sounds 
• smells fire 
• alerts them to danger by barking 
• finds water for them to drink 
• helps sailors to keep afloat in the water 

 

 

 

In your life, there are lots of people who look after you like Judy watched out for her crew.  

Can you think of who they are and how they help you? 

 

• Your pets 
• Your family 
• Your friends 
• Your neighbours and community 
• Your teachers and lunchtime play supervisors 
• Your local council and the government 
• Life Guards / police / firefighters / nurses and doctors  
• People around you everyday 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Can you think of any ways to say thank you 

to those who are looking out for you? 
 

Judy gives the sailors hope and comfort 

Who gives you hope and comfort? 

Judy keeps the crew safe from danger 

 
Who ensures you play safely at school? 

 

Judy finds water for the men to drink 

 
Who makes sure you have enough to eat and 

drink? 

 

Judy helps them keep afloat in the water 

 
Who ensures you are safe by the water? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judy was a ship’s dog during the Second World War.  She saved the 

lives of many sailors in the Royal Navy.  At the end of the war - VJ 

Day 1945 - she was smuggled by the sailors she had saved onto a 

ship to come to England.   

 

 

Find out more about Judy’s bravery in Tom Palmer’s War Dog.  

 

More about War Dog here tompalmer.co.uk/war-dog/ 

The crew stand up for Judy when she is threatened. 

m danger 
What could you do to stand up for a friend who was being bullied? 
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