
  



Notes for teachers: 
This resource has been developed to help pupils develop an 
understanding of the past, the world before they were born that 
belonged to the parents and grandparents.  I’ve enjoyed looking at 
Leeds’s history and I hope you will too.  
 

By gaining an understanding of the timeline of important national 

and international events they can also see the role a football team 

played in the lives of local people.  And for those who are new to 

Leeds this will help give an understanding of a shared history. 

 
You can try a free chapter or find out more about my history fiction – 
Armistice Runner, D-Day Dog, Over the Line, Defenders and Wings 
series on my website, https://tompalmer.co.uk/historical-fiction/.   
My history books are set from Iron Age Celtic Britain to the Second 
World War and are available from Leeds Schools Library Service.  
 
Finally, please do email me if any of your pupils have read all three 
Defenders of Wings books as I can send you a signed certificate to 
present to them.  
 
Best wishes  
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Suggested guidelines: 

1. Introduce the topic by showing pupils the timeline and ask 

them to identify in which decade is today and when they were 

born.  Teacher could suggest when they were born or ask pupils 

if they know when parents / grandparents were born. 

2. Discuss vocabulary relating to other groupings of time days, 

years, decades, centuries, Millennia and ensure understanding. 

3. Ask pupils to cut out the text boxes and work together to 

rearrange them in the correct order of decades going forward 

in time. 

4. Teachers’ versions have exact dates to assist with prompting if 

pupils need clues. 

5. Ask pupils to rearrange them in the correct order of decades 

going backward in time. 

6. Extension work – pupils could research … 

• population change in Leeds  

• historic local photographs of Leeds    

• clothing worn 

• architectural / town planning changes  
 

Further resources: 

Use Leodis http://www.leodis.net/  
Leeds United/Elland Road images eg 
http://www.leodis.net/display.aspx?resourceIdentifier=20081229_1
68149 
 

http://www.leodis.net/
http://www.leodis.net/display.aspx?resourceIdentifier=20081229_168149
http://www.leodis.net/display.aspx?resourceIdentifier=20081229_168149


 

WHAT IS THE DECADE? 

LEEDS 

• Montague Burton, a Jewish refugee, 

sets up a clothing factory in Leeds.  

Burtons becomes the largest factory in 

Europe and employ 12,000 workers.  

• A match at Elland Road is called off 

because the pitch is under six inches of 

snow.  

• The first council houses are built in 

Leeds.   

• St James’s Hospital is founded. 

NATIONAL 

• Scottish inventor and engineer John 

Logie Baird gives the first public 

demonstration of television  

• The first “talkie” films are shown in 

Britain.  

• The General Strike following cuts in the 

coal-mining industry lasts just nine 

days.  

• Alexander Fleming discovers penicillin.  

• The Wall Street Crash sparks the 

worldwide Great Depression.  

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS THE DECADE? 

LEEDS 

• Population is 180,000.   

• Thousands of Leeds men volunteer to 

join the British Forces, many recruited at 

football matches. Some took part in 

army drilling and shooting practice at 

Elland Road.  

• Nearly every street in Leeds lost a man 

in the bloody Battle of Somme.  

• 10 million army greatcoats and 30 

million boots are made in Leeds.   

• Leeds women go to work, including at 

the dangerous munitions factories.  35 

Barnbow girls died in a Leeds factory 

explosion.  

NATIONAL 

• The Titanic sinks on her first voyage to 

New York.  

• The First World War breaks out, lasting 

4 years. Described at the time as the 

“war to end all wars” it resulted in the 

deaths of nine million combatants and 

seven million civilians. The war ends 

with an Armistice. 

• Women get the vote for the first time. 

Lady Astor becomes the first female MP. 

 

 

WHAT IS THE DECADE? 

LEEDS 

• Leeds and Bradford Airport opens.   

• Leeds Civic Hall is built.   

• Some of Leeds’ back-to-back houses are 

classed as unfit for human habitation, 

replaced by new flats including the 

building of Quarry Hill Flats housing over 

3,000 people on a single site. 

• At the end of the decade war breaks out. 

Leeds children are evacuated to the 

countryside to be safe from bombing 

raids. 

NATIONAL 

• Penguin books launch cheap quality 

books for everyone.  

• King Edward VII becomes King but quickly 

abdicates.   

• The first Weetabix are eaten for 

breakfast.   

• After the closure of shipyards, men from 

Jarrow in the North East march to London 

to petition Parliament.  

• Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain 

returns from Munich promising “Peace 

for our time”.  

• Germany invades Poland 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combatants
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civilian


 

WHAT IS THE DECADE? 

LEEDS 

• A fire destroys Huddersfield Town’s 

ground and Leeds United offers to share 

theirs with them.   

• Leeds United have 2 major fires of its 

own.   

• Leeds United install floodlights for the 

first time at Elland Road at a cost £7,000. 

The floodlights were the biggest in 

Europe. 

 NATIONAL 

• Britain invites people from the West 

Indies, India and Pakistan to live, work 

and contribute to our communities.  

• Television becomes a national craze.  

• The Festival of Britain seeks to lift spirits 

and sustain post-war confidence. 

• The reign of Queen Elizabeth II begins. 

• British and French troops occupy the Suez 

Canal in Egypt but are forced to withdraw.  

• The first section of motorway opens at 

Preston. 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS THE DECADE? 

LEEDS 

• On the worse night of the bombing 

in Leeds 77 people are killed and 

197 buildings are destroyed.   

• Hitler plans to have his UK 

headquarters in Leeds’s Quarry Hill 

Flats.  

NATIONAL 

• The Second World War continues… 

• Evacuation of Allied troops from 

Dunkirk and the Battle of Britain. 

• Entry of the Soviet Union and USA 

into the war. 

• The D-Day invasion of France 

• The surrender of Germany and then 

Japan. 

• India becomes independent from 

Britain and is partitioned.  

• Britain hosts the Olympic Games in 

London. 

The NHS is founded.

WHAT IS THE DECADE? 

LEEDS 

• Leeds United played Everton in its first 

ever televised football match.   

• The West Indian Carnival in Leeds is 

established and was the first of its kind 

in Europe. 

• The first colour TV studios in Europe 

open in Leeds. 

• Leeds United win their first league 

championship. 

• Tom Palmer, children’s author, is born 

in an adoption home in Leeds. He is 

adopted in March the following year. 

NATIONAL 

• England wins the football World Cup.  

• Concorde, the world’s first supersonic 

airliner developed by Britain and 

France, makes its maiden flight.  

• Neil Armstrong steps from Apollo 11 

to become the first man to set foot on 

the surface of the moon.  

• The first fast food restaurants open in 

Britain. 

 



 

WHAT IS THE DECADE? 

LEEDS 

• Leeds suffers from the recession with 

unemployment, though not as 

drastically as other cities. 

• Race riots in the Chapeltown area 

erupt inflicting £2 million of damages 

to the local community.   

• Roundhay Park becomes one of the 

UK’s biggest outdoor rock venues with 

sell out audiences of 90,000 coming to 

see The Rolling Stones and Madonna 

and others.  

NATIONAL 

• Prince Charles, heir to the British 

throne, marries Lady Diana Spencer at 

St Paul’s Cathedral.  

• Band Aid and Live Aid raise millions of 

pounds to aid African famine victims.   

• A nuclear power station in Chernobyl, 

USSR is damaged in an explosion.  

• Tim Berners-Lee invents the World 

Wide Web, while working at CERN the 

European Particle Physics Laboratory 

in Switzerland. 

 

 

 

WHAT IS THE DECADE? 

LEEDS 

• Leeds becomes a metropolitan 

district with a population of 730,000.  

• Leeds United beat Arsenal 1-0 to win 

the FA cup. 

• Leeds is linked to the national 

motorway network. 

NATIONAL 

• Decimalised currency replaces 

pounds, shillings and pence.   

• Conservative Margaret Thatcher 

becomes Britain’s first woman prime 

minister.   

• The UK joins the European 

Community. 

• Britain celebrates Queen Elizabeth 

II’s Silver Jubilee. 

WHAT IS THE DECADE? 

LEEDS 

• Leeds United become the champions of 

English football.  

• The British Government relocates the DHSS 

to Leeds.  

• Leeds Royal Armouries opens 

• The first Leeds Asian Mela is held.   

• Harvey Nichols' first store outside London 

opened in the historic Victoria Quarter of 

Leeds.  

• The first Leeds Music Festival takes place. 

 

NATIONAL 

• The Channel Tunnel linking London and 

Paris is officially opened – the first land link 

between Britain and Europe since the last 

Ice Age. 

• Britain hands Hong Kong back to China, 

ending more than 150 years of British rule.  

• J K Rowling publishes the first Harry Potter 

book.  

• Mobile internet is launched in Japan. 



 

 

  

WHAT IS THE DECADE? 

LEEDS 

• The population of the city of Leeds is 

780,000 making it the 3rd largest city in 

the UK.  

• Leeds is very diverse now home to people 

from more than 140 ethnic groups.   

• The First Direct Arena  - the first concert 

space fan shaped in the UK opens 

• The Trinity Shopping Centre (at a cost of 

£350 million) opens.  

• The biggest annual sporting event in the 

world – the Tour de France sets off from 

Leeds.   

NATIONAL 

• Prince William, second in line to the 

throne, marries Kate Middleton at 

Westminster Abbey.  

• Britain celebrates the Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee and hosts the Olympics in London.  

• Donald Trump is elected president of the 

Unites States.  

• The selfie stick is invented.  

• Britain votes to leave the European 

Union. 

 

 

 

WHAT IS THE DECADE? 

LEEDS 

• Leeds' flagship project to mark the turn of the 

century, Millennium Square opens, costing 

£12 million.  

• The Mandela gardens are re-dedicated 

by Nelson Mandela himself on his visit to the 

city. 

• Leeds United reach the semi-final of the 

Champions’ League, beating AC Milan and 

several other Euro Giants en route 

 

NATIONAL 

• The War on Terror and War in 

Afghanistan began after the September 11 

attacks.   

• The Golden Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth 

II celebrates her 50 years on the thrones of 

seven countries.  

• Facebook is launched and the iphone is 

launched.  

• J K Rowling finishes the last book in the Harry 

Potter series. 

• Barack Obama becomes the first African-

American President of the United States.   

Tesco launches self service checkouts.

http://localstats.co.uk/census-demographics/england/yorkshire-and-the-humber/leeds
http://localstats.co.uk/census-demographics/england/yorkshire-and-the-humber/leeds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nelson_Mandela
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_on_Terror
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Afghanistan_(2001%E2%80%93present)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Afghanistan_(2001%E2%80%93present)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_11_attacks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_11_attacks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Jubilee_of_Queen_Elizabeth_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Jubilee_of_Queen_Elizabeth_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama


Timeline - going forward in time, chronologically 

 

1910- 
1919   

1920- 
1929 

1930- 
1939 

1940-
1949.   

1950-   
1959 

1960- 
1969 

1970- 
1979   

1980- 
1989   

1990- 
1999  

2000-
2009 

2010- 
2019 

 

 

 

Timeline – going back in time 

2010- 
2019 
  

2000- 
2009 

1990- 
1999  
 

 1980- 
1989   
 

1970- 
1979   

1960- 
1969 
 

1950-   
1959 

1940-
1949    

1930- 
1939 

1920- 
1929 

1910- 
1919   

 

  



 

1920s 

LEEDS 

• Montague Burton, a Jewish refugee, 

sets up a clothing factory in Leeds 

(1921).  Burtons becomes the largest 

factory in Europe and employ 12,000 

workers.  

• A match at Elland Road is called off 

because the pitch is under six inches of 

snow (1923).  

• The first council houses are built in 

Leeds (1920’s).   

• St James’s Hospital is founded (1925). 

NATIONAL 

• Scottish inventor and engineer John 

Logie Baird gives the first public 

demonstration of television (1926).  

• The first “talkie” films are shown in 

Britain.  

• The General Strike following cuts in the 

coal-mining industry lasts just nine days 

(1929). 

• Alexander Fleming discovers penicillin  

(1928). 

• The Wall Street Crash sparks the 

worldwide Great Depression (1929).  

 

 

 

1910s 

LEEDS 

• Population is 180,000.   

• Thousands of Leeds men volunteer to 

join the British Forces, many recruited at 

football matches. Some took part in 

army drilling and shooting practice at 

Elland Road (1914).  

• Nearly every street in Leeds lost a man 

in the bloody Battle of Somme (1916).  

• 10 million army greatcoats and 30 

million boots are made in Leeds.   

• Leeds women go to work, including at 

the dangerous munitions factories.  35 

Barnbow girls died in a Leeds factory 

explosion. (1916).  

NATIONAL 

• The Titanic sinks on her first voyage to 

New York (1912).  

• The First World War breaks out, lasting 

4 years. Described at the time as the 

“war to end all wars” it resulted in the 

deaths of nine million combatants and 

seven million civilians. The war ends 

with an Armistice (1918). 

• Women get the vote for the first time 

(1918). Lady Astor becomes the first 

female MP (1919). 

1930s 

LEEDS 

• Leeds and Bradford Airport opens (1931).  

• Leeds Civic Hall is built (1933).   

• Some of Leeds’ back-to-back houses are 

classed as unfit for human habitation, 

replaced by new flats including the 

building of Quarry Hill Flats housing over 

3,000 people on a single site (1935+). 

• At the end of the decade war breaks out. 

Leeds children are evacuated to the 

countryside to be safe from bombing 

raids (1939). 

NATIONAL 

• Penguin books launch cheap quality 

books for everyone (1935).  

• King Edward VII becomes King but quickly 

abdicates (1936).   

• The first Weetabix are eaten for breakfast 

(1936).   

• After the closure of shipyards, men from 

Jarrow in the North East march to London 

to petition Parliament (1936).  

• Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain 

returns from Munich promising “Peace 

for our time” (1938).  

• Germany invades Poland (1939). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combatants
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civilian


 

1950s 

LEEDS 

• A fire destroys Huddersfield Town’s 

ground and Leeds United offers to share 

theirs with them (1955).   

• Leeds United have 2 major fires of its own 

(1956, 1959).   

• Leeds United install floodlights for the 

first time at Elland Road at a cost £7,000. 

The floodlights were the biggest in 

Europe (1953). 

 NATIONAL 

• Britain invites people from the West 

Indies, India and Pakistan to live, work 

and contribute to our communities.  

(1950s).  

• Television becomes a national craze.  

• The Festival of Britain seeks to lift spirits 

and sustain post-war confidence (1951). 

• The reign of Queen Elizabeth II begins 

(1952). 

• British and French troops occupy the Suez 

Canal in Egypt but are forced to withdraw 

(1956).  

• The first section of motorway opens at 

Preston (1958). 

 

 

 

1940s 

LEEDS 

• On the worse night of the bombing 

in Leeds 77 people are killed and 

197 buildings are destroyed (1941).   

• Hitler plans to have his UK 

headquarters in Leeds’s Quarry Hill 

Flats.  

NATIONAL 

• The Second World War continues 

(until 1945). 

• Evacuation of Allied troops from 

Dunkirk and the Battle of Britain 

(1940). 

• Entry of the Soviet Union and USA 

into the war (1941). 

• The D-Day invasion of France 

• The surrender of Germany and then 

Japan (1945). 

• India becomes independent from 

Britain and is partitioned (1947).  

• Britain hosts the Olympic Games in 

London (1948). 

The NHS is founded (1948).

1960s 

LEEDS 

• Leeds United played Everton in its first 

ever televised football match (1965).   

• The West Indian Carnival in Leeds is 

established and was the first of its kind 

in Europe (1967). 

• The first colour TV studios in Europe 

open in Leeds (1968).   

• Leeds United win their first league 

championship (1968-69). 

• Tom Palmer, children’s author, is born 

in an adoption home in Leeds (1967). 

He is adopted in March the following 

year. 

NATIONAL 

• England wins the football World Cup 

(1966).  

• Concorde, the world’s first supersonic 

airliner developed by Britain and 

France, makes its maiden flight (1969).  

• Neil Armstrong steps from Apollo 11 

to become the first man to set foot on 

the surface of the moon (1969).  

• The first fast food restaurants open in 

Britain. 

 



 

1980s 

LEEDS 

• Leeds suffers from the recession with 

unemployment, though not as 

drastically as other cities. 

• Race riots in the Chapeltown area 

erupt in (1981) inflicting £2 million of 

damages to the local community.   

• Roundhay Park becomes one of the 

UK’s biggest outdoor rock venues with 

sell out audiences of 90,000 coming to 

see The Rolling Stones and Madonna 

and others.  

NATIONAL 

• Prince Charles, heir to the British 

throne, marries Lady Diana Spencer at 

St Paul’s Cathedral (1981).  

• Band Aid (1984) and Live Aid (1985) 

raise millions of pounds to aid African 

famine victims.   

• A nuclear power station in Chernobyl, 

USSR is damaged in an explosion 

(1986).  

• Tim Berners-Lee invents the World 

Wide Web, while working at CERN the 

European Particle Physics Laboratory 

in Switzerland (1989). 

 

 

1970s 

LEEDS 

• Leeds becomes a metropolitan 

district with a population of 730,000 

(1974).  

• Leeds United beat Arsenal 1-0 to win 

the FA cup (1972). 

• Leeds is linked to the national 

motorway network (1972). 

NATIONAL 

• Decimalised currency replaces 

pounds, shillings and pence (1971).   

• Conservative Margaret Thatcher 

becomes Britain’s first woman prime 

minister (1979).   

• The UK joins the European 

Community (1973). 

• Britain celebrates Queen Elizabeth 

II’s Silver Jubilee (1977). 

1990s 

LEEDS 

• Leeds United become the champions of 

English football (1992).  

• The British Government relocates the DHSS 

to Leeds (1993).  

• Leeds Royal Armouries opens (1996)   

• The first Leeds Asian Mela is held (1996).   

• Harvey Nichols' first store outside London 

opened in the historic Victoria Quarter of 

Leeds (1996).  

• The first Leeds Music Festival takes place 

(1999) 

 

NATIONAL 

• The Channel Tunnel linking London and 

Paris is officially opened – the first land link 

between Britain and Europe since the last 

Ice Age (1994). 

• Britain hands Hong Kong back to China, 

ending more than 150 years of British rule. 

(1997).  

• J K Rowling publishes the first Harry Potter 

book (1997).  

• Mobile internet is launched in Japan (1999). 



 

 

2010s 

LEEDS 

• The population of the city of Leeds is 

780,000 (2014) making it the 3rd largest 

city in the UK.  

• Leeds is very diverse now home to people 

from more than 140 ethnic groups.   

• The First Direct Arena  - the first concert 

space fan shaped in the UK opens (2013) 

• The Trinity Shopping Centre (at a cost of 

£350 million) opens (2013).  

• The biggest annual sporting event in the 

world – the Tour de France sets off from 

Leeds (2014).   

NATIONAL 

• Prince William, second in line to the 

throne, marries Kate Middleton at 

Westminster Abbey (2011).  

• Britain celebrates the Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee and hosts the Olympics in London 

(2012).  

• Donald Trump is elected president of the 

Unites States (2016).  

• The selfie stick is invented (2014).  

• Britain votes to leave the European Union 

(2016). 

 

 

 

2000s 

LEEDS 

• Leeds' flagship project to mark the turn of the 

century, Millennium Square opens, costing 

£12 million (2000).  

• The Mandela gardens are re-dedicated 

by Nelson Mandela himself on his visit to the 

city (2001). 

• Leeds United reach the semi-final of the 

Champions’ League, beating AC Milan and 

several other Euro Giants en route (2001). 

 

NATIONAL 

• The War on Terror and War in 

Afghanistan began after the September 11 

attacks (2001).   

• The Golden Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth 

II celebrates her 50 years on the thrones of 

seven countries (2002).  

• Facebook is launched (2004) and the iphone 

is launched (2007).  

• J K Rowling finishes the last book in the Harry 

Potter series (2007).  

• Barack Obama becomes the first African-

American President of the United States 

(2008).   

Tesco launches self service checkouts (2009)

http://localstats.co.uk/census-demographics/england/yorkshire-and-the-humber/leeds
http://localstats.co.uk/census-demographics/england/yorkshire-and-the-humber/leeds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nelson_Mandela
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_on_Terror
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Afghanistan_(2001%E2%80%93present)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Afghanistan_(2001%E2%80%93present)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_11_attacks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_11_attacks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Jubilee_of_Queen_Elizabeth_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Jubilee_of_Queen_Elizabeth_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama


 


